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What is Web Client

• 100% pure HTML

• Ajax and XML: not a bunch of web forms

• it runs server side

• it only requires a web browser



Web Client Vs Smart Client

Smart Client Web Client

Deployment easy install/update no install/update

Accessibility ports 8080, 1099 port 8080

GUI richer GUI web 2.0 GUI

Coding fast fast

Debugging easy easy

Support easy very easy



Web Client Vs Smart Client

Q: How to choose?



Web Client Vs Smart Client

Q: How to choose?

A: Don’t choose, use both!!



Web Client Vs Smart Client - DEMO



Web Client gotchas

• What is not available:

• access to the client hardware

• beans using Swing

• anchors

• the Dialogs plugin

• List Views

• What behaves differently:

• AutoSave()

• Navigation: no vertical scrollbars in lists

• Form In Dialog



Best Practices

• GUI Design: web page or desktop application style?

• No autosave: use Edit/Cancel/Save buttons

• Use a Main form and load other forms in a tabpanel

• Correct usage of Form In Dialog

• Set form sizes correctly and align elements

• Always use CSS styles



Best Practices: GUI design

• GUI Design: web page or desktop application style?

• use a web page design for simple webclient only 
projects, use a richer interactive interface for cross-
client development

• be consistent in your GUI!

• design your GUI for a reasonable monitor resolution

• test on several Browsers to go cross-platform and 
cross-browser

• keep in mind that you’re on the web now



Best Practices: no AutoSave

• No autosave: use Edit/Cancel/Save buttons:

• you always have to save explicitly

• you can’t find when there is unsaved data, use:            
if(!controller.find()) databaseManager.saveData();

• you can’t sort when there is unsaved data

• design a global navigation system and use it all over your 
solution



Best Practices: use a Main form

• Use a Main form and load other forms in a tabpanel:

• the default navigator looks ugly on the web

• you have more control over your forms

• it’s easier to define a global navigation system and 
prevent users from leaving unsaved data around

• it’s a good workaround for the browsers Back button

• it’s easier to implement different GUI in special 
situations: getApplicationType() is your friend



Best Practices: Form in Dialog

• Correct usage of Form In Dialog:

• Modal and Non-Modal dialogs

• show the dialog as the last step of your method

• use a callback method in the onClose event of your 
dialog

• beware of browsers popup blockers

• always remember that your solution will run in a 
browser



Best Practices: size does matter!

• Set form sizes correctly and align elements:

• table views don’t auto-extend vertically

• table views: align fields properly to not exceed the 
available horizontal space

• table views: headers sizes are based on the length of the 
text property of fields

• limit the usage of horizontal scrollbars

• always design the GUI for the minimum planned web 
screen size and rely on anchors for smart client



Best Practices: CSS styles

• Always use CSS styles

• it’s easier to change the look of your solution if needed

• it’s easier to implement changes when new CSS 
properties get supported

• it’s easier to debug your Web Client GUI

• it’s nice to have separate Web and Smart Client styles 
and switch them at runtime based on the Client type



SintPro webDialog module

• a replacement for the Dialog plugin

• works both in Smart and Web Client

• supports i18n

• it’s free

• it’s open source

• available for download shortly at www.sintpro.com

http://www.sintpro.com
http://www.sintpro.com


SintPro webDialog module - DEMO



Conclusion

 We have learned:
– - differences between smart and web client
– - best practices for hybrid development
– - how to handle dialogs in web client

 More information:
– www.sintpro.com

 Q & A

 Next up: Advanced WebClient Development and 
Deployment - Nicola Gervasi, SintPro
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